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U S. Study Finds a Soviet ICBM

Is Less of a Threat to Missile Sil.

WASHINGTON, July 18 — Unitea
States intelligence officials, in a re-
vised assessment of a Soviet missile
kmwnuthess-lo now believe that it

inaccurate to pose a threat to
can missile silos, Administra-
tion sources said today.

contained in a secret report, the Na-
tional Intelligence Estimate, which is
pwmamwmcmz
teli{gence Agancy and represents
mdummmw
SXports.
Administration sources said that the
Agmcym di'lmilu too::mtot&

a
document and staod by eartier esti.
mates of the missile’s accuracy. .
The of the SS-19,
e et e s
dumyumtedsutumiuﬂemm
been an important political factor in
American arms control considerations
and in the campaign to build an Amer-
ican counterpart, the MX.

O said the military signifi-
mm:em revised estimate of SS-19

capabilities was minimal because an-
other Soviet ICBM, the SS-18, is be-
lieved accurate enough to threaten
missile silos. N

The revised estimate of the SS-19 was
first reported by Michael R. Gordon in
an article to be published Friday in the
weekly magazine National Journal.
The information was confirmed today
by Administration sources.

Some Officials Draw a Lesson

Present and former Government of-
ficials said one lesson to be drawn from
the new estimate is that inteiligence re-
ports used as the basis for major deci-
sions often seem fragile and uncertatn.
The intelligence agencies generally
rely on the same data — in this case,
observations of Soviet missile tests —
but differ in interpretation.

A former national security official,
referring to the revised estimate, said,
*“It shakes my confidence in our ability
to know what the Soviets are doing.”

The Pentagon estimates that the
Soviet Union has deployed 360 SS-19
missiles with six warheads each, a
total of 2,160 warheads. The 308 SS-18
missiles have 10 warheads each, a total
of 3,080.

In 1977, the Central Intelligence
Agency said the accuracy of the two
missiles was im faster than ex-
pected, posing the danger that by the
early 1980’s or sooner, they would be

By BILL KELLER
Special te The New York Times
able to wipe out-the 1,000 American
Minuteman missile silos in a pre-emp-
tive strike.
That estimate was eutnl to the
view that the United States faced a

Itallolnﬂ:mcodl’ruidmtc;nu-’s '

approach to the arms control talks, of-
ficials said. The American tors

had Inithlly focused attention on the. CUr&cy

§S-18, and sought to negotiate a treaty
limiting the size and destructive power
of missiles. But after the C.I.A. esti-
mate of 1977, the Carter Administra-
tion accepted an overall Hmit on num-
bers of multiple-warhead missiles and,
because of Soviet resistance, setuide

told Congress in February in a
on the American military mur:pm-t
“Today, the most accurate versions

of-the- SS-18 and SS-19 missiles are

capable of destroying most time-ur-
gent and hardened in an inital
attack on the United States.”

Defense
berger has frequently cited the ac-
curacy of the two missiles in the same
breath when for the MX. A
majorjusﬂﬂationfortheMXhubm
the need to match the abil-
ity of the two Soviet missiles.

Administration officials said the new
estimate of the SS-19 was open to inter-
pretation, but one official said the best

tobe -
influential. The Joint Chiefs of Staff report

estimate of the missile’s abilities was
significantly lower than earlier esti-
mates.

T Ihe National Journal article a
Pentagon official as sa t the
new estimate had the

officials said would not dispute the
National J .
A official familiar with the




